EARL HAIG SECONDARY SCHOOL

Teacher: Mr. Ahumada

The Verbal-Visual Essay

· Rationale

· Creating media products is one of the criteria for the media strand in the Ontario English curriculum. The verbal-visual essay is one product that students can make either through traditional cut-and-paste techniques used in collages, drawing, or with newer, computer generated graphics or a combination of both

· What is entailed in a verbal-visual-musical essay?

· It is about a personal, creative response to literature. It is about insight.  It allows students to combine an artistic, verbal and short written response to literature.

· While not about art, the assignment does employ the “stuff” of the artistic and graphic world to make its point. Therefore, in making a “meaningful artistic work”, students might consider incorporating some of the following into their collages:

	1. The gestalt (total impression)

2. Focus of interest

3. Symbols

4. Allusion

5. Colour Symbolism
	6. The placement of the verbals

7. Use of negative space (the space not used)

8. Subliminals

9. Juxtaposition/foil/contrast

10. Aesthetics (form)


· How many pages are involved? 

· TWO (8½ x 11 pages). It has a front side and a backside

· What’s on the front side? There is a verbal and visual component.

· Verbal component:  There will be TEN verbals mixed in or bordering the visual.

( 5 quotations from the short-story being presented

( 5 comments of your OWN reflecting insights into the work or works being represented
· Visual component:  Employing pictures and graphics from magazines/newspapers and or using drawings/illustration or computer generated images, express your interpretation of meaning, gist, intent or themes of this literature 

· What’s on the backside?  

· A half page explanation (paragraph) of the meaning, the intent, of your visual representation and some of your insights.

· A half page explanation/justification of your 5 chosen quotations.  For this section you can list your quotations and have a 2-3sentence justification immediately following.
I have many exemplars and I will show you some in class.  See me if you are not sure what is expected. 
Your task is to create a verbal visual essay for ONE of the short stories we have covered in class.  After you select a short-story, decide what is the story’s major THEME and then plan on how to represent it visually. 
